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Settlement vs Structural Failure

Many builders describe building cracks as 'normal settlement'. While some settlement does occur in
buildings, not all structural cracking can be explained this way.

Settlement refers to minor movement as the building foundation adjusts to ground conditions.

Structural failure, however, occurs when structural elements or foundations cannot adequately support
loads.

Understanding the difference is critical before deciding on repairs or accepting explanations from builders
or insurers.



When Should You Request a Structural Investigation?

• Cracks are widening over time

• Doors or windows begin sticking

• Floors become uneven

• Cracks appear in brickwork rather than plaster

• Previous crack repairs have failed

An independent structural investigation can identify the true cause of defects and recommend the correct
remedial action.

Request a Structural Assessment

www.albertventerconsult.com

Phone: 071 275 1392


